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BURNING THE BAKER
Goetz Kluge

Tinterpret Lewis Carrall and
Henry Holiday's epic The Hienting
af the Srark @ a ballad about how
man's pursuit of happiness ends
tragicallywhen the struggle for the
right path to the truth turms from
ltg;itimte dinpm! {Snark) into
zealous fanaticiam (Boojum). Too
often, in the end, some seekers of
happines even get burned

That happened to Thomas
Cranmer, a leader of the English
Reformation and Archbishop of
Canterbury during the reigns of
Henry VII, Edward VI, and Mary
I He was put on trial for reason
and heresy and imprisoned for
mare than two years. Under pres-
sure from Church authorities, he
made several recantations, but he
had to leave his 42 Protestant ar-
ticles behind when, in the end, he
was burned at the stake in 1556 by
“Blood Mary,” who was Catholic.

The Baker, the hero in The
Humiting of the Snark, left 42 boxes
behind him, with his nanse pa:i.nt-
ed clearly on each. A baker i ex-
posed to heat. He answered to
“Fryme!” or "Fritter ooy wig!”™ Inti-
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Fgure 1. Hewry Holidoy's i lfustration fo the fral chagier of The Figure 2. Datail from Foish 5 Vicorie
Hunting of fve Snark oveh the hghlighted sectiom rotatai.

mate friends called him *Candle-
ends” and his enemies *Tomted-
cheese.™

In his poem, Carroll gives us
a very broad hint: This Baker got
burned. We can see the final burn-
ing in Henry Holiday's illustration
to the last *ft” of the Snark poem
(Figure 1) . In the circled area, a
part of the Boojum seema to have
seized the Baker's wrist.

(hmg_:.areﬂ.\atm Figu:ne 2 ahaowe
ing the stake and the fire burning
Thomas Cranmer (atright) and
aeveral other Protestant martyrs,
a detall from the seventeenth-
century engraving faith s Viekerie
Rome's Crueltie by Thonas Jenner
(1631-1656). In both fgures you
aeed hand in a fire. To me, this
is the sad end of the hero of The
Hunting of the Snark.
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